CLASSIC CRIMES
proved that he improperly took away with him some things
belonging to Rose. He made no secret of it, for he wore
these things at Rothesay among people who knew them both.
If this were a charge of theft, these circumstances might be
important; but what connection had they with the murder
of Rose? Not one article which Rose had with him on the
day of his death had been traced to the prisoner. If he had
murdered his friend would he have gone back among people
who had seen them both together, and afterwards have
quietly returned to his work? Not until Aitken shewed that
he suspected him did Laurie realize that, having been seen
with Rose in Arran, he might himself be held responsible for
his disappearance. If he had expected this charge he would
not have waited till 3ist July before leaving Glasgow. He
would realize later that his disappearance then had only tended
further to compromise him, so he continued in hiding, and when
about to be captured he attempted to cut his throat. When
he said, "I robbed the man, but I did not murder him," it was
certainly not a confession that he had rifled the body, but had
reference to the things which he had taken away from the
lodgings. In conclusion, the Dean maintained that the Crown
had failed to prove, first, that there was any murder, and,
secondly, if there had been, that Laurie was the murderer. He
asked the jury to return a verdict which would acquit thq
prisoner of that most terrible and appalling charge.
At twenty minutes to nine o'clock the Lord Justice-Clerk
began his charge to the jury. His Lordship described the case
as one of the most remarkable that had ever come before a
Court of Justice. Both the theories which had been set up
presented points almost inconceivable to the ordinary mind.
As this was a case of purely circumstantical evidence, he
proposed in the first place to go over the facts as to which there
was no doubt* His Lordship then reviewed the evidence as to
the movements of Rose and Laurie till they were last seen
together on the top of the mountain. It was proved that the
deceased was then wearing his watch-chain, and they also
knew that he had in his pocket-book a return-half ticket; to
London. It was quite certain that neither of them descended
by the same way as they came up. They took a route which,
though not the ordinary one, was proved not to be dangerous
294